
Sir Dudley Digges

Dudley Digges was born in Kent, England, around 1583, the child of Thomas Digges and
Amr St. Leger of Digges Couft, Barham. He attended Oxford for one year and graduated in
1601 . He was knighted by James I in Apri l  1607.

By 1609 he was associated with the venture to Virginia, being a subscriber to the Second
Charler of the Virginia Company, which was approved in 1609. While there is no evidence that
Sir Dudley or either of his oldest two sons, who together with hinr were in l6l2 members of the
Virginia Cornpany, ever went to Virginia, the fact that he was closely following the stories from
Virginia is evident in that he was a rnenrber of the group which in I 61 2 bought the Bermudas
fi'onr the Virginia Cor.npany. His deep interest in finding the fabled nofthwest passage resulted
in Henry Hudson's 1610 expedit ions' leaving his name in today's Canadian Norlhwest
l 'err i tories on the Digges Islands. Digges Hunclred arnong other parl icular plantations on the
Upper  Janres River  was a l ready in  the records in  161 l .

Sir Dudley was a menrber o1'Parl iament, intenr-r i t tcntly bctween l6l0 and 1626 for
' fervkcsbury, 

and in 1628 for Kent. IJe was an active nrenrber of t lre Muscovy Courpany, and in
l6l8 at the cl irection of the king he unclertook to negotiate a loarr requestccl by the [:nrperor of
I lussia.. In 1620 he scrved as a cotnnrissiotrer lbrthe Dast lncl ia Company in an Lrnsuccessful
attcrnpt to ncgotiate a sett letncnt of disputes belween 1he I lngl ish ancl Dutch East India
( 'onrpan ics.

Whilc hc contcncled vigorously with the crown on behall-of pol i t ical freeclonr ancl hclpccl
in thc crcatiorr of the Pctit ion of Right, he acoeptcd I i 'om the crown in 1630 the plonrise of the
oll ice of Masterof the Rolls whcn it  becanre l,actrrrt.  I Ie lrad been adrnitted to Gray's Inn in
I (r I  8 ancl bccanre Mastcl of thc l tol ls in 1636.

I lc nrarriecl Mary, daughtcr of Sir ' l 'honras Kcnrpc anclhis rvife Dorothy Thonrpson, ancl
ihrrrush t lr is rr iarr iagc acqir ired thc inartol i tncl clrst lc of Cir i lharr. alrci logetlrel t lrey buil t  Chil ir iul
irrtu an inrprcssive h<lmc. ' l 'hey had elevcn chilclren, only onc of whom caure to Virginia. This
was thcir son Eclwarcl. Sir Dudley cl icd on I8 March 1639.

Eclward, who had bccn borrr in Marclr 1621 at Chilham, enrigrated to Virginia and in
Decemtrcr l(r50 pulchased 1200 acrcs of Captairr Johrt West near Yorktowr"r. Three years later
he patentecl anotl ier 3050 acres on the norlh sidc of thc York in Gloucester County.

[dwarc] was appointcd to thc Council  in Novenrber 1654 arrd was elected two years later
by the I lousc o[Burgesses to lrc Govenror in which post hc servecl l j 'om March l655 unti l
Dccernber 1656. He then went to England to join l t ichard l ]ennelt and Col. Samuel Mathews as
an agent forcolonial affairs. l lc nrarricd Elizabeth Page, probablythc sisterof Col. John Pagc,
the founder of the Page family in Virginia. I lclward and Elizabeth had f ive chi ldren and he dicd
15  March  1676 .  H is  w i fe  d ied  i n  1691  .
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