
John Gai ther

John Gaither (Gater, Gatter) first arrived in Virginia in 1620 aboard the George. ln 1624
he was shown in the census as living at James City, and in the January 1625 muster he was
residing with Captain William Pierce's group at Mulberry Island. He does not appear again in
tlre records until the sulnmer of 1636, when at age 36 and accornpanied by his wife at age 23,he
saif ed again from England to Virginia. aboard tlte Assurance.

In Septcntber 1636 he received three land patents of 300,300, and 200 acres alorrg
various branches of the Elizabeth River in Elizabeth City County, and in July 1638 he repatented
some of thesc as paft of a parcel of 800 acres in what by then had been organized as the Lower
County of New Norfolk ln both 1636 and 1638 one of the lanclpatents cited the headrights of
Jo i r r randJane(o rJoan)Ga te r .  I nJanuary  l 640 thcAssenrb l y r ran redJohr rGa te rasoneo f the
tobacoo viewers for Lowcr Norlolk in the area fl'onr "Danicl Taners Creeke the Eastern Branclr
on both sides". In May 1640 at a coufi helcl at the horle of Wil l ianr Sli ipps he was one of a
group of men appointed to raise 36 pounds stcrl ing "lor the inhabitants from Danyell  Tanner's
C'r 'cek over al l  thc Eastward and southward branches" towzrrclt lre 100 pounds annual salary of the
1 .1  nnl r i rvcr r  I )ar is l r  nr i r t is lcr ' .

By 1646 his first wife appcars to havc clied ancl hc appcars to havc rnarried as his seconcl
wil-c, Mary, the sistcr of Henry Watcrs (or Wate or Walters), whose estate he was appointecl to
aclnrinister. In June of 1649 they trartsfcrred to John Goclf i 'ey their 800 acres of land and shorl ly
thclcal icr nrovcd f i 'orn Virginia to Maryland. This was at the t irne of the migration of the
Puritans out of Virginia, and he appears to have nrovcd to the norlh bank of the Sevcnr Rivcr,
across f inrn prcscnt-day Annapolis. Whilc thc clalc o1-his clcath is not rccordecl, a coufi at St.
Mary's f i i ty on 24 Novcnrber l6-52 providcd autholi ty to his wiclow, Mary, to adnrinister his
esta tc .

Jc'rhn Caither and his seconcl wife,  Mary, had one son, John, probably born in Maryland.
This son was act ive in the af lairs of Anne Anurdel County, mcnt ionecl for jury duty. and for
scrvice against the Indians in 1678. He receivcd f i r r ther sums for publ ic scrvice, and rccordecl his
owrr rni l i tary service. I Ie was buried 12 Novcmbcr 1102. I le had marr ied a wifc,  Ruth, and had
six chi ldren, three boys and three gir ls.
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