
James Tooke

James Tooke, was possibly one of the twenty children of James Tooke and Dorothy Gray
of StAlbans and Herlford, Heftfordshire, England. He arrived in Virginia in October 1621 atthe

sanre tinre as Sir Francis Wyatt aboard the George, his passage paid by William Spencer who in
1632 patented land using among others Tooke's headright of  50 acres. Sett l ing f i rst  at  James

City, he received pennission in January 1627 to nlove from "the Maine" without James City to

Mr.rlberry Island.
As usual nrost of  thc rccold perlaining to individuals is in land transact ions. In

December 1634' l 'ooke leased 500 acres in Warwicksqtryoake on a neck of land east of  Lawnes

Creck, an interest wlr ich he transl-erred to Robcrt  Harr is in Octobcr 1646. InNovember 1640 he
patentcd 900 acres in Is le of 'Wight County, lancl  which was passecl to Nicholas Cobb on 3 Jan
1662by Wi l l ianr ' l ' ooke ,  son  and hc i r  o f  Jar r ies ' fooke.  On l4  Septenrber  1653 Jarnes  Tooke
p a t e n t e c l  l T t l a c r e s i n l s l e o f  W i g h t C o u n t y , c l e s c r i b e d a s b e i n g " U p o n t h e h e a d o f o r r e t h e

Blackwater branches, beginning near ' l 'homas l ' r ichalcl 's Caltway".  
' l 'hcsc 

sanle acres were

rcpatentccl  on 9 March l663 by Thonras' l 'ooke, secottcl  son ancl heir  of . larncs Tooke.

Jarnes ' l ' ookc  was a  nrernber  o f  the  I louse o1 'Burgesses  in  1640,  anc l  the  lb l low ing  ycar

was appo in tcd  jus t i ce  in  l s le  o f  Wight  Cour t ty  in  w l i i ch  pos i t ion  he  is  s l rown as  s t i l l  serv ing  in
1646. I I is wi l l  was recolcled in car ly 1663 ancl docs not nrent ion a l iv ing wifc.  lJe nrust have

rnarr icd sorne t ime after thc muster of 1625 as thc wi l l  c loes nrent ion his three chi lc lren:

Wil l ianr(born about 1626),  
' fhornas, 

who with his wifb wcrc Quakers and to whorn l ic lef t  his

signet scal r ing and Dorothy, rr tarr icd to John l larvey.
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